Focus on 490
USD 490 is proud to be the public schools serving El Dorado, KS.

District Highlights
n EHS cross coun-

try team places
fourth at state

The EHS cross country
team placed fourth at the
state meet in Wamego on
October 27.
Christian Price, Adam
Haines, Ezekiel Kemboi,
and Waldemar Jensen qualified to compete at the state
meet. Price placed tenth
and was named to the allstate team, he and Haines
set personal course records.
n EMS cross coun-

try teams place at
Patriot League

The eighth grade boys
cross country team placed
third at the Patriot League
cross country meet in Mulvane on October 9.
Individually, Jacob Salm

USD 490 unveils new activity bus
El Dorado Public Schools USD
490 unveiled its new Activity Bus by
holding a Rolling Pep Rally on October 22. District administrators, two
Board of Education members, El Dorado Sports Foundation board members, and EHS Cheerleaders rode the
new bus from school to school to
introduce the newest member of the
bus fleet to staff and students.
Students waited outside the school
building for the rolling pep rally
to arrive. The cheerleaders called a
cheer from the windows as the bus
arrived, then unloaded and performed a few cheers beside the bus.
District Athletics/Activities Director Scott Vang introduced the new
activity bus and described some of its
enhancements to the excited students
before the rally moved to the next
school.
The new activity bus was a joint
project between USD 490 and the El
Dorado Sports Foundation. When it
was time to purchase a new activity
bus, USD 490 paid the base bid for a
bus without any customizations. The
El Dorado Sports Foundation paid
for all of the special features and enhancements such as the artistic wrap
featuring the EHS wildcat, school
colors and district hashtag. The bus
is also air-ride equipped, features
chrome hubcaps, and red underlighting.
Riders will enjoy individual air
vents, USB charging ports at each
seat, overhead storage bins, and an

The El Dorado Soroptimist club donated $750 to
the USD 490 nursing department to help provide
for student needs.
The new activity bus not only exhibits school pride, but includes features that
will make travel more comfortable and convenient for students and sponsors.

Josiah Jensen placed eighth.
The eighth grade girls
team placed fourth, with
Kaylee

Young

placing

fourth individually. Sarah
Rose finished 16th and Bella Wernli finished 25th.
The seventh grade boys
team placed sixth. Logan
Garner finished 20th, Tanner Price finished 25th,
and Brock Nichols finished
27th.
n EMS girls tennis

players place third
at Patriot League
The EMS girls tennis
team placed fourth at the
Patriot League tennis tournament in Prairie Hills on
October 2.
Individually, Rylee Mar-

extra three inches of leg room in the
captain-style seats.
Even the driver has extra perks
which include the rear window magnification and LED lights.
The activity bus seats 46 and will
be available for district sports and
activities.
The El Dorado Sports Foundation
was formed in the spring of 2011 by
a group of community members who
wanted to boost participation in El
Dorado sports programs. They have
raised over $100,000 to purchase
new sports equipment, uniforms and
make improvements to facilities that
were important for teams to be competitive and to make the programs
attractive to students and coaches.
Most ESF members donate $750$1,000 annually. The foundation
board works with USD 490 administration to identify district needs
and to provide valuable community
feedback to the district.

Their early projects focused on purchasing new uniforms for teams that
either did not have enough uniforms
to adequately outfit the entire team,
or had not been updated in over a
decade due to state budget cuts. The
football sleds needed new pads and
the baseball team needed an indoor
pitching mound to allow them to
practice inside when the weather
prevented outdoor practices.
They were able to address the
worst of the uniform and identified
equipment needs within the first
couple of years.
The foundation raised more than
$50,000 to purchase new weight
room equipment that allows student
athletes to improve speed, endurance,
flexibility, and stamina. Each program has benefited from the money
raised by the foundation by receiving
new equipment, uniforms, or facility
upgrades.

placed third (#2 singles).
The teams of Izzy Smith/
Maya Wade (#1 doubles)
and Lexi Dunn/ Reagan
Baker (#4 doubles) placed
fourth in doubles. Josie
Kaster (#3 singles) and
Abby Meese (#4 singles)
placed fourth in singles.
Fifth place winners included the teams of Haylee
Payton/ Taylor Davidson
and Leah Kerschner/ Natasha Layton.

giene products or other
items students may need,
but are unable to afford.
Meeting these basic needs
will allow students to focus more time and energy
on their studies.

New elementary
schools to
receive gardens
USD 490 received a
$2,000 Walmart Founda-

SRO Nielsen co-hosts state K9 training
School Resource Officer co-hosted the state
Police K9 training with Andover’s K9 Officer
Sergeant Mickey Farris October 24-26.
After a brief welcome in the Performing Arts
Center community room, officers visited several
pre-determined locations in El Dorado that allowed them to work on specific skills with their
dogs.
There were five sites stages for narcotics
searches and one site staged for a tracking area.
Each station was monitored by fellow law enforcement and K9 trainers guided teams through
each site.
“It’s nice to train in a group and learn from
those with more, or different, experience,” Andover Patrol Officer Joel McLaughlin said.
This year’s group was the largest to date, nearly 30 officers attended with their furry partners.

be used to install hydroponic school garden towers at each elementary
school to be used in support of student learning
and wellness.
The focus for each garK9 Bruce Lee identifies a narcotic for his handler during the training.

“Whatever happens next in your
life, I am certain that with your
demonstrated academic achievement,
skills and character, you will have
a future filled with great promise,”
Senator Moran wrote in his nomination letter to Young.
If accepted, Young will enter the
academy during the summer of 2019
with an expected graduation year of
2023.

“This is one of the most important
decisions the Board of Education will
make,” Norm Wilks, BOE President
said. “We want the community to
have an opportunity to suggest the
skills and characteristics that will be
vital in our next Superintendent.”
On November 12, the board will
meet to discuss what they are looking for in the next Superintendent
and prepare for the next steps in the
process.
Candidate application packets are
due to KASB by December 7. Those
packets can be accessed on the KASB
website: https://kasb.org/leadership/
searches/vacancies/
The KASB screening committee

den will be determined at
the building level in alignment with current curriculum.

Important Dates:
November 4
Daylight Saving Time
Ends
November 6
Election Day

L-R: Annalise Young and
Senator Jerry Moran

New USD 490 Superintendent
search underway

Current Superintendent Sue
Givens announced her intent to
retire during the October Board of
Education meeting, and USD 490
has begun the Superintendent Search
process with the assistance of the
Kansas Association of School Boards.
The first step is seeking feedback
from the community about what
characteristics they feel are important
for the leader of our public schools.
On October 30, an online survey
was released to collect that valuable
input. Staff, parents, and community
members can access the survey by
clicking on this link: https://www.
research.net/r/eldoradosupt. The
survey will close on November 14.

store managed by Jeremi-

The grant money will

EHS student receives congressional
nomination to military academy
EHS senior Annalise Young received
a congressional nomination to West
Point Military Academy by Kansas
Senator Jerry Moran.
Young impressed members of the
selection board with her personal
achievements and interview skills
and was nominated as a United States
Military Academy Competitive Alternate. Only thirty students out of the
fifty-six who interviewed received a
nomination.

tion Grant from the local

ah Zweifel.

nell-Ball placed third (#1
singles) and Raegan Barkus

The money will be used
to purchase personal hy-

placed fourth, Alexander
Tipton placed seventh, and

El Dorado
Soroptimists
donate $750 for
student needs

will meet with the Board of Education on December 10 to narrow
the candidate pool to three to five
applicants and establish a timeline
for interviews. Those interviews and
candidate receptions will take place
from December 11 – 18.
The Board of Education will select
the next Superintendent after the
interviews and vetting of candidates.
The new Superintendent-elect will
have the opportunity to be involved
in important decisions regarding
the district throughout the spring
semester, but will not officially begin
working for USD 490 until July 1,
2019.

For more information about USD 490 schools visit our website:
www.eldoradoschools.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

November 9-10
EHS Fall Musical
(Bye Bye Birdie)
at 7:00 p.m.
November 11
EHS Fall Musical
(Bye Bye Birdie)
at 2:00 p.m.
November 11
Veterans Day
November 12-16
American Education
Week
November 14
ParEducator/Aide
Recognition Day
Superintendent Search
survey closes
November 16-17
EMS Drama Production
(The Lion King)
at 7:00 p.m.
November 21-23
No School
November 22
Thanksgiving Day
November 28
Stuff the Truck

