Focus on 490
USD 490 is proud to be the public schools serving El Dorado, KS.

District Highlights
n USD 490

students celebrate
Constitution Day
USD 490 students celebrated Constitution Day
on September 17 by participating in special government-themed activities
and focusing on different
aspects of the formation of
our country throughout the
week.
EHS students had the
opportunity

to

watch

30-minutes of a live stream
of Emporia State University
hosting a question forum
with Supreme Court Justice
Carol Breir.
EMS students logged
into a google site each day of
the week to view video clips
and information pertaining to US history. Monday
covered the U.S. Constitution,

Tuesday

discussed

citizenship, Wednesday focused on women’s suffrage,
Thursday travelled the road
to civil rights, and Friday
featured information about
the Declaration of Independence.
Each elementary classroom teacher planned ageappropriate lessons or activities for their students.
Some highlights included
a fruit pizza flag in a preschool classroom, paper
cubes that featured facts
about the US constitution,
and a classroom constitution outlined in student
handprints and signed by
each of the students.
Officially

replacing

Citizenship Day in 2005,
Constitution Day not only
celebrates U.S. citizens but
commemorates the formation and signing of the U.S.
Constitution on September
17, 1787.

USD 490 hosts rededication ceremony
for Performing Arts Center
On September 16, 2018, the newly
renovated USD 490 Performing Arts
Center opened its doors to patrons
for the first time for the Rededication
Ceremony. Students and staff treated
guests to a performance that took
them “Through the Decades” as they
reviewed the building’s history and
highlights from the decades students
traversed its halls.
An EHS orchestra ensemble
played Selections from the Wizard
of Oz as the auditorium seats were
filled.
USD 490 Board of Education
President Norm Wilks welcomed everyone and introduced fellow board
members. He thanked taxpayers
for supporting the students and the
district’s desire to provide adequate
space and equipment to house the
nationally competitive fine arts programs.
“This facility is important for
expanding the imagination, education and involvement of USD 490
students,” Wilks said.
Two EHS drama students talked
about the building’s highlights from
1937 to 1959. A slideshow projected on a large screen behind them
scrolled yearbook photos as they
spoke. They described the building’s
construction, the courtyard and Ag
classroom where part of the curriculum included butchering chickens
and pigs and the old underground
tunnels. They talked about glee clubs
being popular as they introduced
EHS Encore.
Encore sang I’ve Got Rhythm
before the next two drama students
moseyed toward the stage from the

back of the auditorium in tie-dyed
clothes and long hair to reflect on the
1960’s and 1970’s.
This era focused more on the
people who were in the building and
the transitions that took place. McCollum Road was named after one
of the principals from these decades.
There was a tumbling club and the
cafeteria was added in 1964. In 1968,
the new high school was built and
they were the last class to graduate
from the 500 West Central building.
Once they split, the Jr. High sports
teams were known as the “Kittens”
for several years.
Featuring a vocal performance by
Mara Stewart and tenor saxophone
solo by Devin Larson, the EHS Jazz
Band played R-E-S-P-E-C-T before
the final two EHS Drama students
skipped onto stage with neon tutus
and side pony tails to recap 1980
through 2013.
They giggled about the sports
teams being called “Kittens” and
reminded the audience the name was
changed to Cats during the eighties.
The suspended ceilings were installed
and air conditioning was added in
the nineties. The building’s construction made it difficult to accommodate the changing technology needs
and seating in the gym had become
dangerous. In December 2013, EMS
officially moved to their new location.
EMS eighth grade student Niomi
Ndirangu’s vocal solo led fellow EMS
drama cast members in singing Circle
of Life.
USD 490 Board of Education Vice
President and EHS Class of 1984

Alumnus Tom Storrer asked fellow
alumni to stand and be recognized
and to remain standing so they could
join EHS STUCO as they sang the
Alma Mater EHS-Our Hearts and
Hands to You.
Superintended Sue Givens
acknowledged the historical significance of the building. It served as a
college, high school, junior high, and
middle school during its 80 years as a
pillar of this community. After a year
of construction, it will now be able to
continue serving students and community members for years to come.
“District success in the fine arts
has been a hallmark for El Dorado,
with graduates performing at the
collegiate, regional and national levels,” Givens said. “El Dorado boasts
Broadway performers and lifetime
contributors to the arts. You won’t see
that data on state test results because
it’s about quality of life, not about test
results.”
She invited everyone to enjoy a
self-guided tour of the facility and
enjoy a cookie served by the board of
education after the final performance
by the elementary students.
As a surprise, Givens invited
alumna Katie Banks-Todd to the
stage where the two sang For Good
before the elementary students closed
the show with Can’t Stop the Feeling.
Families stopped outside of the
auditorium to view the yearbook
photos displayed on mounted acrylic
panels and admired the repurposed
sections of gym floor that were
turned into benches in the dressing
rooms and the flexible learning environment of the EHS Extend Campus.

Nearly 1200 grandparents visit USD 490
students during Grandparents Day
Grandparents of USD 490 students attended Grandparents’ Day
celebrations at EHS and EMS on September 7 and the elementary schools
on September 10.
Proclaimed a national holiday by
former President Jimmy Carter on
August 3, 1978, Grandparents’ Day
is celebrated the first Sunday after
Labor Day.
The purpose of the holiday is to
honor grandparents, to give them an
opportunity to show love for their
grandchildren, and to help children
become aware of the strength, information, and guidance older people
can offer.
At Blackmore and Skelly, grandparents joined students in the class-

rooms to participate in activities and
enjoy cookies, tea, and lemonade.
Grandparents at Grandview were
treated to a musical performance in
the gym and served their cookies,
tea, and lemonade in the cafeteria.
Almost 800 grandparents visited
their grandchildren’s elementary
classrooms.
Each elementary school included
a book fair during the activities.
Grandparents purchased over
$14,000 in books to encourage their
grandchildren to read and help support our elementary libraries.
Nearly 300 grandparents received
a special tour from their middle
school grandchildren that culminated in enjoying cookies and bottled

EHS students rewarded for
wearing seatbelts during
Bucks for Buckles

EHS STUCO
collects nearly
900 meals for
United Way
EHS STUCO collected
nearly 900 meals for United Way during the Red
and Black Scrimmage on
August 24.
Each

year,

STUCO

members create flyers to
encourage those who attend the scrimmage to
bring cash or food donations to help local families.
“The Salvation Army is
low on pantry inventory
so they are always looking
for boxed cereal, canned
soup, canned tuna, canned
vegetables,

and

pasta,”

Andrea Van Auken, Executive Director of United
Way of El Dorado said.
STUCO members collected $289.88 and 7 crates
of canned and boxed food
which they presented to
the United Way on August 31. The cash and food
are equivalent to approximately 590 meals which
will be used to help stock
the Salvation Army Food
Pantry.

water together in the EMS cafeteria.
Eighteen grandparents joined
their high school grandchildren for a
breakfast of biscuits and gravy before
class on Friday morning.
El Dorado Public Schools was
happy to host grandparents in honor
of their special day and is glad they
are all #partofthepride.

Important Dates:
October 8
Columbus Day

Drivers who
October 19
wore their seat belts
No School
while driving to
October 23
EHS on September
Parent-Teacher
10 received a dollar
Conferences, 5-8 PM
during the Bucks
October 25
for Buckles proNo School
gram.
Parent-Teacher
Valerie Bean
Conferences, 8 AM-8 PM
State Farm Insurance, Safe Kids, and
October 26
No School
the EHS Student
Kalee Clark rewards a driver with $1 for
Safety Council
October 31
wearing a seat belt.
partnered to reward
Halloween
safe drivers with a
dollar if everyone in the vehicle wore a seat
belt.
Resource Officer Tyson Nielsen and EHS
“We usually run in the 90 percent range Student Safety Council member Kinley
for students wearing their seat belts,” SRO
Nielsen rewarded safe drivers in the east
Kurt Spivey said.
parking lot.
This is the fourth year Valerie Bean’s
“It reinforces good, safe, important
State Farm office has sponsored the event.
behavior,” Bean said. A total of $125 was
Officer Spivey and Valerie Bean worked
awarded between the two parking lots.
with EHS Student Safety Council members
According to KDOT, there were 381
Kalee Clark and Kylee Walker to hand out
motor vehicle crash fatalities in Kansas in
cash and information cards with seat belt
2016. Of those who were killed, nearly 55
facts in the west parking lot while School
percent were found to be unbelted.

For more information about USD 490 schools visit our website:
www.eldoradoschools.org or follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Back L-R: Jake Knowles, Chance
Burks, Ean Andrews, Jackson
Schell, Ryan Hus, Hannah Milligan; Front L-R: Tyler Sader,
Kaylee Baird, Dalton King, Andrea
Van Auken- Executive Director of
United Way of El Dorado,
Hallie Yeubanks, Brittan Towner

There’s an

APP
for that!
Stay informed and up-to-date on
important issues, information
and activities underway within the
school community with the
El Dorado USD app.
PowerSchool for Parents allows
you to check your child’s grades,
attendance, lunch balances or
update addresses and phone
numbers from any mobile device.

District Code

ZWFD
School Menus by Nutrislice
allows you to view interactive
school breakfast and lunch menus
and use filters to customize meal
options.
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