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USD 490 is proud to be the public schools serving El Dorado, KS.

District Highlights
n EMS wrestlers

named League
Champions

EMS students William
Gomez (110 pound class),
Gabriel Krug (141 pound
class) and Collin Scott (180
pound class) were named
League Champions at the
Pioneer League wrestling
tournament in Ark City on
March 3.
The Team placed fifth
overall. Brock Schell placed
second in the 148 pound
class.
Kahlob

Bryant

(256

pound class) and Bryce
Hermreck

(127

pound

class) placed third.
Curtis Small (100 pound
class), Wyatt Comer (134
pound class), Levi Wittenberg (155 pound class), and
Kole Pulliam (165 pound
class) placed fourth.

n USD 490 fifth

grade students enjoy STEM activities
In STEM lab, fifth grade

students have been using
Project Lead the Way curriculum to study the structure and function of things
and how to use the scientific inquiry process to solve
problems.
The activities introduce
students to concepts that
are vital for careers in engineering, computer science and technical-related
fields. They learned about
x-rays, t-charts, bone structure, and built casts for each
other using what they’ve
learned so far.

Important Dates
April 1
Easter
April 2
No School
April 12
Kindergarten Round-up
GE, JE, SE- 6:00 PM
April 15 - 21
National Volunteer
Week
April 23
No School
April 25
Administrative
Professionals Day

Connie Allmond named 2018
Kansas Master Teacher
EMS Intellectual Disability
Teacher Connie Allmond has been
named a 2018 Kansas Master Teacher
by Emporia State University.
Mrs. Allmond was the 2018 District Teacher of the Year and therefore USD 490’s nominee for 2018
Kansas Master Teacher and 2019
Kansas Teacher of the Year.
“I do not believe in limiting
student achievement,” states Connie
Allmond. “Can’t is not a word I want
to hear.”
A colleague observed that Allmond impacts student achievement
by setting goals that are “lofty yet
attainable.” According to a parent,
Allmond’s recipe for success, is “high
expectations, patience, and love.”
An intellectual disability teacher
for Grades 6-8, she teaches at El Dorado Middle School, where she has
worked for nearly 20 years. Allmond
earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Emporia State University
in 1999 and a master’s in education
from Emporia State in 2002.
“Since all of my students are at a

different level intellectually, I design
my lessons to meet them where they
are [then lead them] beyond what
they first believe is possible,” Allmond said.
When she recognized most of her
students lacked basic cooking skills
due to their parents’ concerns about
safety, Allmond set a goal of building
their skills to the point they could
make their own birthday cakes. The
goal was reached, but the learning
didn’t stop with birthday cakes. She

EHS wrestlers
receive AllLeague honors
Several EHS wrestlers

now has students who plan, prepare,
and clean up after an entire Thanksgiving feast feeding more than 50
people.
Other goals include making sure
her students gain basic math skills,
can manage a bank account, go shopping, and pay bills. She also wants
them to get the point of not just
being able to read but have a love of
reading.
A student, who was told by a previous teacher she would never read a
book, was able to read to her mother
for the first time. Allmond said, “It
was moving to see the emotions play
across Mom’s face while her daughter
was reading aloud. By the time the
daughter finished, Mom burst into
tears of joy and embraced her daughter.”
Another student shared, “Mrs. Allmond is a great teacher. She gives me
a weighted blanket when schoolwork
is hard. She gives me hugs when I cry.
Now I read at home. I play games at
home. Mrs. Allmond is the best in
the world.”

2018 USD 490/Kiwanis Science
Fair winners announced
“Ceiling Mountains and Floor
Mountains” by Charlie Grange (GE
fourth grade) and “The Big One That
Got Away” by Jackson (EMS eighth
grade) and Quinn Houseman (EMS
sixth grade) were the Co-Grand
Champions of the 2018 USD 490/
Kiwanis Science Fair.
Charlie Grange’s project was the
Earth Science Division Champion.
Jackson and Quinn Houseman’s project was the Physical Science Division
Champion. The judges couldn’t pick
one project over the other, so they

tied for Grand Champion.
“Berry Interesting DNA” by Erin
Kistler, Regan Lattey, and Meghan
Ramsey (EMS eighth grade students)
won the Biological Division.
Grandview fifth grade students
Sophia Beggs and Addison Brockway
won the Mathematics Division with
“Energy Displacement.”
Three hundred USD 490 Kindergarten through eighth grade students
participated in the annual USD 490/
Kiwanis Science Fair on March 2.
One hundred and twenty projects

lined tables in the Butler County
Community Building, each demonstrating the scientific process for
identifying a problem, presenting a
hypothesis, and testing that theory
to prove or disprove the original assumption.
Students set up their projects,
which were judged by Kiwanis members, high school science teachers,
and high school students.
The public was able to view the
entries from 7:30 - 8:15 p.m.

USD 490 schools receive
wellness stipend
Susan B. Allen Memorial Hospital
presented a check for $288 to three
USD 490 schools on March 7 for
their participation in the EWOW
program in 2017. Skelly and EMS
have completed the program.
The money will be spent on wellness in the school buildings to continue the work begun by the EWOW
group to encourage healthy choices
and wellness education for both staff
and students.
The staff members who participated in the EWOW partnership with
the YMCA and hospital noticed significant health benefits. The pre- and
post-program screenings showed that
staff members lost weight, reduced
their systolic blood pressure, reduced
glucose levels, cholesterol, triglycerides, LDL, and A1C. HDL levels (the
good one) increased in those who
participated.

League honors.
Braden Morgan was
named Wrestler of the
Year and 1st team for the
195 pound weight class.
Payton Sadowski was
named 1st team for the
126 pound weight class.
Jaxon

Roberts

was

named 1st team for the
138 pound weight class.
Jackson

Schell

was

named 1st team for the
145 pound weight class.
Cameron

Hunt

was

named 1st team for the
220 pound weight class.
Jake Knowles received
Honorable Mention in the
132 pound weight class.
Kai Wernli received
Honorable Mention in the
152 pound weight class.
Kaden Clites received
Honorable Mention in the
182 pound weight class.
Overall, the EHS wrestling team was ranked
fourth in the league.

EMS Math Relay
team places first
in Pioneer League
The EMS seventh grade
team placed first in the

Pioneer League Math Relay
competition in Wellington
on March 5.

The eighth grade team
tied with Winfield for first,
but ended up in second
place due to a tiebreaker.
Seventh

grade

team:

Lexi Dunn, Jerica George,
TOP LEFT: Principal Kevin House accepts the check for EHS.

Jillian

TOP RIGHT: Nancy Wagner accepts
the check for Grandview Elementary.

Ball, and Gage Patty.

BOTTOM LEFT: Principal Chad
Schuetz accepts the check for Jefferson
and Lincoln Elementary Schools.

George, Regan Lattey, Ash-

George,

Abby

Hutchins, Rylee MarnellEighth grade team: Tori

lyn Luna, Madeline Nichols, Kinley Nielsen, and
Breckyn Poe.

Skelly students participate in
Poetry Café
Second through fifth grade students at
Skelly Elementary read poems in the annual Poetry Café on March 2.
The Poetry Café coincides with Read
Across America Day and Dr. Suess’ birthday. Students had the choice of reading a
poem they wrote themselves, or choosing
one from another poet.
The classroom was decorated with
white Christmas lights and black tulle,
creating a cozy atmosphere for the poetry
readings. Classes visited the Poetry Café
one at a time and students were reminded
of proper audience etiquette before their

received Division III All-

peers began to recite their poems.
Student performances were evaluated by Title I Teacher Kelly Clennan and
Speech Pathologist Katie McCouch. The
judges used rubrics to provide feedback
on posture, eye contact, fluency, phrasing,
tone, volume and pitch, clear speaking,
and enthusiasm.
The verbal recitation and subsequent
feedback helps students learn basic public
speaking skills, encourages self-confidence, and ties into the poetry section of
their Language Arts curriculum.
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