Focus on 490
USD 490 is proud to be the public schools serving El Dorado, KS.

District Highlights
n EHS Debate earns

spot in prestigious
100 Club

The high school debate
team has earned a spot
in the National Speech &
Debate Association’s prestigious 100 Club. They are
ranked in the top 21 percent of schools nationwide.
The 100 Club is for debate teams that achieve a
total of 100 or more degrees based on competitive

and

service-related

activities. This milestone
demonstrates outstanding
commitment to teaching
students essential life skills

USD 490 to begin hosting after
school care in fall 2018
The nationally recognized after
school student enrichment provider,
Right At School, is coming soon to
USD 490.
Beginning in the fall of 2018,
elementary schools will remain open
every day after school until 6:00 p.m.
to provide enrichment-based student
support for all parents desiring this
service for USD 490 students in
Grades K-5. Before-school care will
be offered at the schools where there
is a need for this service as well.
After a healthy snack and fun fitness activities, participating students
complete their homework with
dynamic educators, and then engage
in exciting curriculum-based enrichment activities. Through multi-

sensory, multi-intelligence activities,
students engage with math and
science, reading and writing, nature
and outdoor learning, creative and
performing arts, composition and
design, history and commerce, fitness
and conditioning, and community
service.
In order to provide families safe,
meaningful, and consistent care,
Right At School also provides coverage during the school-year’s breaks!
Right At School offers flexible
scheduling. Just create your own
monthly schedule choosing 1, 2, 3, 4
or 5 days per week. Drop-in care is
also an option.
Please visit Right At School’s
website at www.rightatschool.com

to get more information about the
program, or you can go directly to
the registration sites listed below:
Blackmore (Jefferson and Lincoln) - https://rightatschool.com/
blackmore-elementary/
Skelly - https://rightatschool.com/
skelly-elementary/
Grandview - https://rightatschool.
com/grandview-elementary/
We can only offer this excellent
opportunity if pre-enrollment justifies program costs, so please plan
ahead and register TODAY. It costs
nothing to register but it reserves a
spot for your child!

Spelling Bee Buzz

including communication,

El Dorado Middle School

Grandview

research, listening, writing,

1st Place- Breckyn Poe (eighth grade)
2nd Place- Gage Patty (seventh grade)

1st Place- Kareena Bhakta (fifth grade)
2nd Place- Braxton Crank (fifth grade)

L-R: Breckyn Poe, Gage Patty Nellie McClain (Third place winner)

L-R: Braxton Crank and Kareena Bhakta

Lincoln

Skelly

1st Place- Gretchen Raple (third grade)
2nd Place- Cadence Countryman (fourth grade)

1st Place- Dakota Olson (fifth grade)
2nd Place- Cayde Ogg (fifth grade)

and organization.

USD 490 receives
Food Service
Equipment grant

Four debate students
competed at the regional
debate tournament on December 15 and 16. Myranda
Drake, Taylor Willis, Luke
Walker, and Breckin Olson
placed fourth as a team.
Drake, Willis, and Walker qualified to compete in
Two-Speaker debate at the
state competition on January 12 and 13 in Coffeyville.
Since only two students
could actually compete, the
two third year competitors

Important Dates

(Drake and Willis) repre-

February 2

sented EHS.

Winter Homecoming

February 4-10

n DARE essay

National School

contest winner announced

Counseling Week

February 13

Aysha Nkrumbih, a fifth
grade student in Mrs.Varner’s class, won the district’s
D.A.R.E. essay contest.
Each year, the Butler
County Sheriff ’s department partners with local
schools to provide Drug
Abuse Resistance Education to fifth grade students.
All DARE participants

USD 490 is one of only
10 districts in the state of
Kansas to receive a 2017
Food Service Equipment
Assistance Grant. The
grant money will be used
to purchase equipment
that will turn Skelly’s
existing satellite kitchen
into a full-service location.
This means that food can
be stored and prepared
on-site.
Currently, food must
be prepared in another
building and shipped to
each of the elementary
schools. The new Blackmore and Grandview
schools will have fully
functional kitchens when
they open in August 2018.
“This will allow for
each elementary to operate more independently
while allowing for greater
control over food quality
and enhanced food safety
procedures,” Chandra
Spears, Director of Food
Service said.
The new equipment
at Skelly will include a
proofing/warming cabinet, an electric convection
oven, a walk-in cooler,
a walk-in freezer, and a
tilting kettle. The total
cost will be $34,394 and is
completely covered by the
grant.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

L-R: Gretchen Raple and Caydence Countryman

USD 490 third through eighth
grade students competed to become
the top speller in their school.
Each elementary classroom and
middle school homeroom competed
to choose two representatives to
participate in the school-level bee.
The first place winners from each
building will compete in the Butler
County Spelling Bee on February 2.
At EMS, Breckyn Poe won first

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

L-R: Cayde Ogg and Dakota Olson

place and Gage Patty was the runnerup. The spelling bee lasted 13 rounds
and the championship word was hallucinations.
Poe also placed fourth at the Pioneer League spelling bee on January
9.
At Grandview, Kareena Bhakta
won first place and Braxton Crank
was the runner-up. The spelling bee
lasted 15 rounds and the champion-

ship word was testament.
At Lincoln, Gretchen Raple won
first place and Cadence Countryman
was the runner-up. The spelling bee
lasted 11 rounds and the championship word was energetic.
At Skelly, Dakota Olson won first
place and Cayde Ogg was the runnerup. The spelling bee lasted eight
rounds and the championship word
was propaganda.

February 15
Parent-Teacher Conferences

8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

No School
February 16
No School
February 19
President’s Day

No School

were recognized at a ceremony on January 23..
Students were asked to
write an essay as part of
the DARE program. A winner was chosen from each
classroom, then an overall
district winner was chosen
from the classroom winners.
This year’s guest speaker
was Stuart Schake, General
Manager of Wichita Wild
Arena Football. Schake, an
EHS alum, provided every
DARE student with a free
ticket to attend a Wichita
Wild game.

Income tax donation opportunity
Last year, a tax policy was changed that
is now in effect and which you will notice
on your 2017 Kansas Individual Income
Tax Returns.
A provision of 2016 tax legislation directed the Kansas Department of Revenue
to add a new checkoff box on individual
tax forms beginning with tax year 2017.
The box allows taxpayers to assign a
portion or all of one’s refund to a specific
school district. The checkoff is listed along
with other programs to which you may
designate gifts - Chickadee Checkoff,
Meals on Wheels, Breast Cancer Research,
Military Emergency Relief, Hometown
Heroes, Creative Arts – all worthy causes.
While patrons have always had the
option of donating monetary gifts to the
district, this new checkoff box provides
more clarity and may be more convenient
for those wishing to make a contribu-

tion. USD 490 is very appreciative of the
support of our taxpayers and realizes it
is important for you to know how these
funds will be directed.
All funds received from the Kansas
Department of Revenue specifically as a
result of the “checkoff ” box on income tax
returns will be used to supplement teacher
classroom grants currently offered by the
Partners in Education Foundation. If you
select USD 490 for a donation on your
Kansas Income Tax Return, the money
will be used to supplement these classroom grants.
We are appreciative that the legislature
formally added public school districts to
the list of organizations eligible for donations. Moreover, we appreciate your consideration of this opportunity to donate to
creative classroom projects in USD 490.

Become #partofthepride
El Dorado Public Schools
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El Dorado USD

eldorado490

A one-stop shop for
school-related links and
information.

PowerSchool
Check student grades
and attendance and
update communication
preferences.
District Code: ZWFD

School Menus by
Nutrislice
School breakfast and
lunch menus with
interactive features.

For more information about USD 490 schools visit our website: www.eldoradoschools.org

