Focus on 490
USD 490 is proud to be the public schools serving El Dorado, KS.

District Highlights
n EMS basketball

teams place second
at Pioneer League
The seventh grade boys

and girls basketball teams
and eighth grade girls team
each placed second at the
Pioneer

League

tourna-

EHS boys
swimmers
compete at
AVCTL

USD 490 recognizes 2018
Friends of Education
Each year the Kansas Confidence
in Education Task Force works with
school districts to recognize community partners that make a positive
impact on public education.
This year, USD 490 is honored to
award Tim Connell, Susan B. Allen
Memorial Hospital, and the El Do-

rado YMCA with Friends of Education Awards.
Their diligent support of student and staff wellness through the
creation and sustaining of the e-Wow
partnership has resulted in the creation of a middle school after-school
wellness program and staff wellness

teams at every school.
Their efforts and commitment to
wellness have made a positive impact
on our schools by teaching staff and
students how to make healthy life
choices, and providing an opportunity to put what they learn into
practice.

played

hard

but

were

knocked out of the tournament in the first round.
The boys teams competed in Clearwater and
the girls teams competed in
Mulvane.

n EHS students

advance to state in
FCCLA
Four EHS FCCLA stu-

dents qualified to compete
at the state competition
which will take place April
16. The district competition
took place on February 9.
Seth Klayson was elected as the District 1 Vice
President for the remainder
of the year.
Chloe

Hamilton

will

compete at state with an illustrated talk about fad dieting.
Destiny Johnson and
Genesis

McFadden

will

to bring the Jana’s Campaign speaker to our school.
Lauren

Lowrey

will

compete at state with a
project on sports nutrition.

Important Dates
March 2
Science Fair
National Read Across
America Day
March 4
National School Breakfast Week
March 9
No School
March 11
Daylight Saving Time
Begins
March 19 - 23
Spring Break
No School
March 30
No School

AVCTL swim meet at EHS
on February 10. The team
placed seventh overall.
The

relay

EHS Student Safety Council
hosts Traffic Safety Day
The EHS Student Safety Council
hosted Traffic Safety Day at EHS on
February 7.
Students were able to visit the
gym during lunch to play games and
talk to local law enforcement about
traffic safety.
Kansas State Trooper Chad Crittenden brought the Highway Patrol
Convincer to teach students about
the force of a car crash and the importance of wearing a seat belt.
The Convincer is a machine that
features a vehicle seat with a seat
belt positioned on a trailer. After the
rider is safely buckled, it slides forward to simulate the force of a crash
at 10 miles per hour.
“You hit harder than I expected,”
EHS freshman Collin Vogel said.
“I’m definitely more likely to wear a
seat belt.”
Similar machines have been used
by law enforcement since the 1970s
and are designed to convince the
public that seat belts save lives.
“We definitely underestimate how
violent car crashes are,” Crittenden
said. “If others aren’t wearing their
seat belt, they become a flying human missile coming at you during a
crash.”
Sergeant John Thompson with the
El Dorado Police Department also
attended the event. He is a certified
volunteer for Operation Lifesaver

team

Paye,

of

Garrett

Motter, Andrew Tipton,
and

Evan

VanArsdale

placed fourth in the 200
yard Freestyle (qualifying
for state) and sixth in the
400 yard Freestyle.
The

relay

team

of

Josh Staats, Blake Wiebe,
James Korth, and Dez Stitt
placed eighth in the 200
yard Medley.
Individual
are

posted

district

results
on

website

our
www.

eldoradoschools.org.
which stresses the importance of railroad safety. Thompson hopes students
will be cautious and conscientious
around railroads and pay particular
attention at railroad crossings to keep
themselves safe. His booth played
video clips with important railroad
safety information and had flyers
students could read to learn more.
Another table featured informational placards about the negative
effects of alcohol consumption, drug
use, smoking marijuana, and sniffing
chemicals.
Members of the EHS Student
Safety Council assisted students with
using the fatal vision goggles to play
games and maneuver a pedal car
around traffic cones. The fatal vision

goggles simulate the blurred vision of
someone who is under the influence
of alcohol.
This is the fifth year that EHS has
hosted Traffic Safety Day, organized
by School Resource Officer Kurt
Spivey. For the first three years, it was
located in the auditorium, but was
moved to the gym as more space was
needed.
“Cars can be a dangerous thing,”
Spivey said. “People should take it
seriously when they get behind the
wheel of a vehicle.” He hopes that
Traffic Safety Day will provide students with the necessary information
and awareness to make safe decisions
while they drive.

EHS students job
shadow at local
businesses
EHS and the El Dorado
Chamber of Commerce
Business Education Strategic Team (BEST) partnered
to sponsor a Groundhog
Job Shadow Day on February 5.
Local

businesses

al-

lowed high school students
to spend time with em-

compete at state with a
community service project

team competed at the

Mason

ments on February 3 and 5.
The eighth grade boys

The EHS boys swim

Lincoln second grade enters Willie
Wonka’s chocolate factory
Each year, second grade students at Lincoln Elementary read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. On the day
Charlie enters the factory in the story, the second grade
teachers transform their classrooms and hallway into a
tangible version of that factory.
The walls are covered with candy made from colorful
paper plates, cellophane, Styrofoam bowls, and balloons.
A life-size painting of Willie Wonka with his chocolate
river and boat in the background greets students at the
entrance to the factory.
Each classroom door is decorated to depict one of the
rooms from the chocolate factory, and candy buttons are
taped to the wall for students to taste.
Before entering the chocolate factory, teachers review
what they have already read in the story and each student
is presented with a chocolate bar to see if they’ve won a
golden ticket that will allow them to enter the chocolate
factory. They tear the wrapper slowly, just as Charlie did

experience while learning
about the requirements of
their job. Ten students volunteered to job shadow.
Participating businesses
included: City of El Dorado
Parks and Recreation, City
of El Dorado Engineering,
City of El Dorado Police
Department,

True

Care

Pharmacy, El Dorado Family Dentistry, Animal Care
in the story.
The day is filled with themed activities as students
enjoy their day in the chocolate factory and finish reading
the book.

EHS senior receives awards for
volunteerism
EHS senior Callie Carter was named a
Distinguished Finalist in the 2018 Prudential Spirit of Community Awards in
Kansas and also received a Presidential
Volunteer Service Award.
Carter led a collection drive that provided diapers, clothes, formula, and other
baby items for thousands of families affected by Hurricane Harvey. Moved by the
images she saw coming out of Texas - and
knowing how many diapers her newborn
nephew required every day - Callie solicited corporate and community support

ployees and gain hands-on

and conducted media interviews to spread
awareness of her drive.
Based on the number of volunteer
hours, Carter also qualified for the
President’s Volunteer Service Award. This
award recognizes Americans of all ages
who have volunteered significant amounts
of their time to serve their communities
and their country. She received a certificate and a letter from President Donald
J. Trump to commemorate the Volunteer
Service Award.

For more information about USD 490 schools visit our website:

www.eldoradoschools.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Center,

Attorney

James

Hargrove, EMT, Family
Medicine, and Heritage Funeral Home.

Become #partofthepride
El Dorado Public Schools
USD 490
www.eldoradoschools.org
Twitter
@eldoradousd490

Facebook
eldorado.schools

YouTube

El Dorado USD

eldorado490

A one-stop shop for
school-related links and
information.

PowerSchool
Check student grades
and attendance and
update communication
preferences.
District Code: ZWFD

School Menus by
Nutrislice
School breakfast and
lunch menus with
interactive features.

