Focus on 490
USD 490 is proud to be the public schools serving El Dorado, KS.

District Highlights

EHS students
receive Butler
Academy recognition

n

Kylea McArdle, a senior

at EHS, earned her Asso-

ciate Degree from Butler

Community College for

completing the Health Sci-

ence Academy while at-

tending El Dorado High

School.
Clayton Bagley earned

a certificate for completing

his first year of the Engi-

neering and Manufacturing

Academy through Butler

Community College.
McArdle plans to pur-

sue a Bachelor’s Degree in

Nursing through William

Jewel University in Liberty,

Missouri.
Bagley plans to continue

at Butler Community Col-

lege next year to finish his

Academy

program.

He

plans to work for Carlson

Products in Maize to gain

job experience in his field

while he finishes his degree.

USD 490 third
graders participate in fitness day

n

USD 490 third grade

students

participated

in

Kansas Kids Fitness Day at

BG Stadium on May 5.
Physical

Teachers

Education
Tiffany

Lip-

poldt and Lindsay Cooper

worked to coordinate a

fitness event for USD 490

third grade students that

would coincide with the

state’s Kansas Kids Fitness

Day.
They organized several

games that promote move-

ment and exercise such as

gymnastics, rock climbing,

striker ball, a flipping relay,

a fire gear relay, soccer, and

many more.
Several

community

agencies volunteered their

time. There were represen-

tatives from the El Dorado

YMCA, El Dorado Recre-

ation Commission, El Do-

rado Fire Fighters, El Do-

rado Police Department,

El Dorado Rock Climbing

Club, OPAA! Food Service,

and students from El Dora-

do High

School.

Summer Academy begins June 5
FREE MEALS—All students enrolled in USD 490
Summer Academy classes
at Skelly will receive free
breakfast and lunch as
part of the summer school
program.
Meal service will be
built into class schedules
and is provided through
the district Food Service
Department.
Students must currently
attend grades K-11 in USD
490 and be enrolled in
Summer Academy, however, there are no other
requirements or qualifications.
FREE TRANSPORTATION— USD 490 will
provide a free in-town
shuttle bus for all USD 490
students participating in
El Dorado summer youth
programs, including those
at USD 490, Butler Community College, Butler

County History Center,
YMCA, El Dorado Rec
and Bradford Memorial
Library.
Shuttle stops will be at
each district attendance
center and coordinated by
the program directors and
USD 490 Transportation.
Providing transportation
between programs will
make it easier for parents
to get students to and from
these activities.
“Our staff works to coordinate schedules to allow
parents the advantage of
having a ‘one stop shop’ to
plan summer activities
for their children,” said
Superintendent Sue Givens.
“Moreover, the summer
opportunities for young
people in El Dorado are
extensive. Students who are
actively engaged in
structured activities over
the summer develop new

EHS students
named Governor’s
Scholars
Sidney Howland and
Brock Harvey were named
Governor’s Scholars on
May 7.
This award honors academic excellence by recognizing the top one percent
of the graduating class. It
is based on grade point
average, ACT composite
scores, completion of the

interests and experience less
‘summer slide’ in academic
skills.”
A schedule for students
will be provided prior to
the first day of summer
programs.
Transportation does not

include Vacation Bible
Schools, rural routes, or
activities in other
communities. Parents may
call the district office at 3224800 to find out if programs
qualify for participation.

curriculum,

community

service, and participation
in school activities.
“These high school seniors have shown dedica-

2017 Myrrl Houck Award
winners announced

Sixteen El Dorado High School
seniors, all Summa Cum Laude graduates, were presented Myrrl Houck
Memorial Scholarships at a reception
on May 11.
The recipients were: Hannah
Brock, Lauren Foulkes, Brock Harvey, Hannah Haury, Jolie Howland,
Sidney Howland, Lorraine Lowrey,
Shawn Luehrs, Ally Martinez, Kylea
McArdle, Caedyn Reinhardt, Logan
Stenseng, Ridge Towner, Jessica
Johnson, Cade Morrow, and Katrina
Schnewis.
Students received awards amounting to $500 each, producing a total of
$167,090 in scholarships which have
been granted to approximately 585
students since the Houck scholarship
program started in 1960.
EHS Counselor Gail McKenzie
opened with a tribute to the students, noting they had each earned
at least a 3.8 GPA in academicallychallenging classes including four
years of Honors English, Geometry,
Advanced Algebra II, Trigonometry/
Math Analysis, Science (3 credits that
included Chemistry and Physics),
and two years of the same foreign
language.
On behalf of the Houck Scholarship Committee, Mike Fagg congratulated the students and presented
highlights from Houck’s life, explained how the scholarships came
about and how they are maintained,
and introduced other members of the
Myrrl Houck Committee who were

Kansas Honor Scholars

tion in their studies and a
commitment to learning.
They’ve earned this honor,
and I want to congratulate them on this achievement,” Governor Brownback said. “We also should
recognize their families,
teachers, and mentors for
helping these outstanding
students achieve their academic goals.”

Back row (L-R): Lauren Foulkes, Ally Martinez, Lorraine Lowrey, Hannah Haury,
Ridge Towner, Brock Harvey, Cade Morrow, Logan Stenseng
Front row (L-R): Caedyn Reinhardt, Kylea McArdle, Jessica Johnson, Hannah Brock,
Sidney Howland, Jolie Howland, Katrina Schneweis, Shawn Luehrs

in attendance.
Fagg also presented certificates
and letters of congratulations/instruction from Partners in Education.
(Note: the Houck Scholarship is managed by the PIE Foundation).
This scholarship is named for
Myrrl Houck. Houck earned a
Bachelor’s degree from the University
of Kansas, a Master’s in education
from Wichita State University, and a
degree in library science from Denver
University.
Houck moved to El Dorado and
began teaching in El Dorado schools
in 1919 and continued teaching in

the high school for nearly 40 years.
During her tenure, Houck diligently sought out large scholarships
from universities all over the country
for El Dorado’s graduates. She also
began the tradition of holding class
reunions at El Dorado High School.
Houck retired in 1958, was selected as one of seven honor teachers
in Kansas, and briefly worked as an
assistant librarian in the reference department of Wichita State University.
She positively impacted the lives of
her students and her legacy continues
to provide opportunities for students
at El Dorado High School.

Online Enrollment
InfoSnap online enrollment for the 2017-2018
school year will open
July 3.
Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter!
@eldoradousd490

EMS hosts Reality U
EMS eighth grade students participated in
Reality U to gain a better understanding of
financial planning on May 18. This opportunity
was made possible by a PIE grant that was
awarded to the EMS counselors.
Students filled out a short survey that used
their GPA to determine monthly income, credit
score, the number of children they had, the
amount of student loan debt, marital status and
whether or not they would enter the military.
Students were then given a paper passport to
record these results.
At Reality U, several stations were set up and
manned by community volunteers. Students
visited the stations to purchase a car; choose
whether to rent or buy a house; choose the
size of the house; choose child care; purchase
groceries; obtain insurance; buy a phone,
internet or cable plan; choose entertainment
such as hunting and fishing licenses or zoo
trips; and roll the dice at the chance station to
see if they had an unexpected bill or received
unexpected money.
For each station, students had to deduct the
payment from their pre-determined monthly
income using the checkbook page of the
passport. If they ran out of money before the
end of the month, they had to evaluate their

selections and make different choices to stay
within budget.
Students seemed to enjoy the activity. They
compared budgets, vehicles, and houses as they
moved through each of the stations. As their
bills piled up, students were surprised to see
how quickly their money disappeared.
Caleb Winter was divorced and had to
pay child support for his children. It made
budgeting tough.
“It’s more difficult than I expected,” Winter
said.
He wasn’t the only one who found out
budgeting is hard work. Kaden Carson took his
time choosing a family-friendly, inexpensive
entertainment option. Marv Louks offered him
some sound advice.
“Think ahead about how to make
it work for you,” Louks advised.
He suggested looking at volunteer
opportunities or part-time jobs in an
area of interest. Sometimes employees
and volunteers receive free or
discounted prices, which could save a
family money.
Carson finally selected the $50
family fitness center membership.
“I like to do sports and fun

activities,” Carson said. The family membership
gave him the most bang for his buck by offering
a variety of activities for his children and
himself without breaking his monthly budget.
Reality U wouldn’t have been possible
without the community volunteers that worked
at each station and helped students choose
options that were suitable to their income level.
“A lot of our programs [at United Way] are
with mentoring and advocating. I felt like this
was a great program and wanted to be a part of
it,” Kimberly Ekum said.
The middle school plans to offer this
program again next year to continue promoting
financial literacy among USD 490 students.

